Samuel Looks For a King
(I Wrote This Story)
NEED A CEREAL BOX FILLED WITH
POPCORN, ETC
Begin story time by holding up the box of
cereal.
What kind of a box is this? It’s a Cheerios box
(or whatever type of cereal it is.
If I open it, what will I find inside? How do you
know it’s Cheerios?
Can you see inside the box?
No. It looks like a Cheerios box, it is a Cheerios
box, but we’re not sure there are Cheerios
inside, are we?
We can only guess because of the outside of the
box.
After the story, we will look and see what’s
inside.

But now I want to tell you about someone who
looked at the outside and was surprised to find
out what was on the inside.
Can anyone tell me who we have been studying
about lately?
That’s right, we have been learning about
Samuel.
Remember how Samuel kept hearing someone
call his name? Samuel, Samuel the voice called.
He thought it was Eli calling him didn’t he?
But it wasn’t Eli calling, who was it? That’s
right it was God.
I told you last week, that God had something
very special planned for Samuel. Well this week
we are going to find out what that was.

One day when Samuel had grown to be a man,
God said to him, “I want you to go the house of
a man named Jesse.
I have chosen one of his sons to be the new king
of Israel and I have chosen you Samuel to find
the son that I have chosen.”
Of course Samuel got up and obeyed
immediately like he always did when Eli or God
needed him to do something.
Samuel got up and went to the house of Jesse.
After Jesse had spoken with Samuel, he brought
seven sons to meet with Samuel.
Samuel looked at all the sons and he knew that
he had a VERY HARD job ahead of him.
Each of the sons were strong and handsome.
Why, they all looked like kings to him. BUT,
God had already chosen one of the boys to be
the new king of Israel.

It was Samuel’s job to figure out exactly which
one it was.
The first son came to Samuel, “Oh what a
wonderful king he would make,” Samuel
thought. “He’s tall and handsome, he looks so
brave. He MUST be the one God wants.”
But God spoke to Samuel. “Don’t think about
his face or how tall he is. I don’t see as you do.
People look at the outside, but I look at the
heart.”
God looks inside at the real person, and He
knew that on the inside, this son wouldn’t make
a good king at all. He knew this son’s heart was
not the heart of a king.
So Samuel looked at another son.
No, not this one either.
The third son came. Nope, not him. Then the
fourth, fifth and sixth, but Samuel knew they
were not God’s king.

If six sons had already came in front of Samuel
and none of them were the right one
how many does that leave?
That’s right, only one son left. I am sure Samuel
thought, “This is going to be easy.
This next son HAS TO BE the king.” But guess
what?
This wasn’t the king either.
Now Samuel had a real problem, he had looked
at ALL SEVEN of the sons, and NONE of them
were the right one.
Don’t you think that Samuel was scratching his
head now, trying to figure out just what he was
supposed to do next?
He looked at all seven of the sons again, he
thought and thought and finally he asked Jesse
“Do you have any more sons?

“I have one more,” Jesse answered. “He is the
youngest son, and he’s out watching my sheep.”
I’m sure that Samuel thought “This can’t be, a
little shepherd box, he can’t be the one that God
has chosen to be king.”
But Samuel was getting desperate so he said
“Go get him, I’ll wait.”
Soon the last son came to Samuel, and guess
what! He didn’t look like a king at all! He was
just a boy.
But God was looking on the inside, at his heart,
and God knew this son would make a good king.
“Anoint him,” God told Samuel. “He’s the one.”
So Samuel took some oil and he poured it on his
head to make him a king. This little son’s name
was David.

I’m sure all the other brothers must have
wondered “Why would God choose our little
brother who takes care of the sheep, why he isn’t
even a man yet.”
But God was not looking on the outside, he was
looking on the inside at David’s heart.
He knew that David was a good and kind
person, he would take care of all the people and
help them in times of trouble. David would
make a PERFECT king.
Now remember, we can’t see inside someone or
something as God can. Your face might look
happy, but inside you might be sad. Or maybe
you’re afraid on the inside, but you look brave
on the outside.
Only god can see the real you.
Now what do you think is in this Cheerios box?
Remember we can’t see the inside.

Do you think it’s Cheerios?
Let’s look.
Have a child come forward and open the box.
Let him reach in and take out a piece of popcorn
to show the others. Emphasize once again that
we look on the outside, but God looks at the
heart.
(Serve the popcorn to the children)
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Samuel Looks For a King
Can anyone tell me who we have been studying about lately? That’s right, we have been
learning about Samuel. Remember how Samuel kept hearing someone call his name?
Samuel, Samuel the voice called. He thought it was Eli calling him didn’t he? But it
wasn’t Eli calling, who was it? That’s right it was God.
I told you last week, that God had something very special planned for Samuel. Well this
week we are going to find out what that was.
One day when Samuel had grown to be a man, God said to him, “I want you to go the
house of a man named Jesse. I have chosen one of his sons to be the new king of Israel
and I have chosen you Samuel to find the son that I have chosen.”
Of course Samuel got up and obeyed immediately like he always did when Eli or God
needed him to do something.
Samuel got up and went to the house of Jesse. After Jesse had spoken with Samuel, he
brought seven sons to meet with Samuel.
Samuel looked at all the sons and he knew that he had a VERY HARD job ahead of him.
Each of the sons were strong and handsome. Why, they all looked like kings to him.
BUT, God had already chosen one of the boys to be the new king of Israel. It was
Samuel’s job to figure out exactly which one it was.
The first son came to Samuel, “Oh what a wonderful king he would make,” Samuel
thought. “He’s tall and handsome, he looks so brave. He MUST be the one God wants.”
But God spoke to Samuel. “Don’t think about his face or how tall he is. I don’t see as you
do. People look at the outside, but I look at the heart.” God looks inside at the real person,
and He knew that on the inside, this son wouldn’t make a good king at all. He knew this
son’s heart was not the heart of a king.
So Samuel looked at another son. No, not this one either. The third son came. Nope, not
him. Then the fourth, fifth and sixth, but Samuel knew they were not God’s king.
If six sons had already came in front of Samuel and none of them were the right one
how many does that leave? That’s right, only one son left. I am sure Samuel thought,
“This is going to be easy. This next son HAS TO BE the king.” But guess what?
This wasn’t the king either.
Now Samuel had a real problem, he had looked at ALL SEVEN of the sons, and NONE
of them were the right one.
Don’t you think that Samuel was scratching his head now, trying to figure out just what
he was supposed to do next?
He looked at all seven of the sons again, he thought and thought and finally he asked
Jesse “Do you have any more sons?
“I have one more,” Jesse answered. “He is the youngest son, and he’s out watching my
sheep.”
I’m sure that Samuel thought “This can’t be, a little shepherd box, he can’t be the one
that God has chosen to be king.” But Samuel was getting desperate so he said “Go get
him, I’ll wait.”
Soon the last son came to Samuel, and guess what! He didn’t look like a king at all! He
was just a boy. But God was looking on the inside, at his heart, and God knew this son
would make a good king.
“Anoint him,” God told Samuel. “He’s the one.”

So Samuel took some oil and he poured it on his head to make him a king. This little
son’s name was David.
I’m sure all the other brothers must have wondered “Why would God choose our little
brother who takes care of the sheep, why he isn’t even a man yet.” But God was not
looking on the outside, he was looking on the inside at David’s heart. He knew that David
was a good and kind person, he would take care of all the people and help them in times
of trouble. David would make a PERFECT king.
Now remember, we can’t see inside someone or something as God can. Your face might
look happy, but inside you might be sad. Or maybe you’re afraid on the inside, but you
look brave on the outside. Only God can see the real you.

Samuel Looks For a King
Questions
1.
2.
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4.
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8.
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
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18.

What was the boys name in our story today? SAMUEL
God had a special job for Samuel. What did God want Samuel to do? Look for a
king
God told Samuel to go to a man’s house. What was this man’s name? Jesse
Why did God tell Samuel to go to Jesse’s house? Because God had chosen one of
Jesse’s son’s to be king.
How many son’s did Jesse have? 8
When Samuel saw the first son, he was handsome and strong. Samuel was sure that
this must be the king that God had chosen. But was it? No
God told Samuel that he did not look at a person’s face to see if they were handsome.
And He did not look at a person’s body to see how tall they were. God told Samuel
that he looked at what? God looks at a person’s heart.
After Samuel had looked at 7 of Jesse’s sons, he still could not find a king that God
had chosen. Samuel was very puzzled. Then Samuel asked Jesse a question. What
was that question? He asked if Jesse had any more sons.
What was Jesse’s answer? He said yes, he had one more son.
Where was his youngest son? Out watching the sheep
What was this youngest son’s name? David
When Samuel saw young David, he was surprised. He was just a young boy. He
didn’t look like a king at all. But God was looking at David’s what? His Heart
What did God tell Samuel to do? Anoint him
How did Samuel anoint David? By pouring oil onto his head
Was David a good person? YES
How do you know? Because God can see into his heart and see that David is a
good person.
Can God see into our hearts? YES
So when we see someone who looks different from us, maybe they are in a wheel
chair or maybe they have only one leg, or they walk funny, or they are very big or
very small, does that mean that they are a bad person? NO!! We should never judge
anyone by how they look on the outside. We should try to get to know that person and
see how they are on the inside. Some people may look funny to us, but they are very very nice on the inside. And some people may be very pretty on the outside, but their
hearts are very ugly. So always try to look at a person’s heart and not their face.
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Before Class:
Using Various colors of Construction Paper, Run copies of the robe (enclosed) - Cut Out
Using White Construction Paper, Run copies of David– Cut Out
Using Template, make one red heart and one yellow crown per child
Make a slit across the crown so that it can be placed on head.
Let the children glue the red heart on their David and then dress him in a robe and crown
Explain that God does not look at the outside, what we wear, how we look, he always looks on the inside at our heart.
Use a sample of the craft to put clothes on and talk about what we wear and then remove the clothing and see the
heart under the clothing.

