
Daniel in the Lions Den 

(I wrote this story) 

 

Today we are going to hear a story about a man 

named Daniel. 

 

Daniel was a man who loved God VERY, 

VERY much.  

 

 

In fact he loved God so much that he was 

willing to give up his own life in order to follow 

God and do what was right. 

 

Our story is called Daniel in the Lions Den. 

 

In the Bible, God tells us about a king named  

Darius. King Darius was a very busy king. 

 

So busy in fact that he had to appoint one 

hundred and twenty supervisors and governors 

to help rule over his kingdom. 

 

Then he appointed one special man named 

Daniel and two other men to be their bosses. 



 

King Darius picked Daniel to be the boss 

because he was a very hard working man and the 

king knew that he would do a really good job. 

 

BUT when the one hundred and twenty other 

men found out that Daniel was going to be in 

charge, they became angry. 

 

They began to whisper amongst themselves.  

“Why was he selected to be the boss?” said one. 

 

“I can’t believe the king would pick him to be in 

charge” said another. 

 

“We have to do something about this Daniel,” 

said yet another. 

 

The men began to watch Daniel. “We have to 

find something that he is doing wrong so that we 

can go and tell the king” they said. 

 

So the men followed Daniel night and day to see 

if they could see ANYTHING that he was doing 

wrong. 



 

Now Daniel loved God very much. In fact, he 

prayed to God every morning, noon and night. 

 

Just like clockwork, Daniel would go to his 

room, open his window and pray to God in 

Heaven. 

 

Daniel placed God first in his life.  

 

Nothing was more important to Daniel that God. 

 

Soon one of the men came up with a devious 

plan. “I know what we can do” he said. 

 

“Let’s go to the king and have him pass a law 

that says that no one can pray to ANYONE 

except to the king himself” he said. “Then when 

we see Daniel praying to God, we can tell the 

king that Daniel has broken the law.” 

 

“That’s a great idea” said another. “And if 

anyone gets caught breaking the law, he shall be 

thrown into the lions den” 

 



And so the men went to the king and said “Oh 

mighty and powerful king, we the supervisors of 

your kingdom think that you should pass a law 

that says; if anyone is caught praying to any God 

other that the king for the next 30 days, he shall 

be thrown into the lions den.” 

 

Now King Darius thought that this was a great 

idea. He had the men write up the law and then 

he sealed it and dripped wax onto the seal. The 

law was a done deal when he pressed his ring 

down into the wax. 

 

After the law was made, the supervisors went 

out into the street and proclaimed the law to 

everyone in the kingdom. 

 

(Make a circle with hands and put hands up to 

mouth) “The king has made a new law, anyone 

caught praying to any God other that the king 

himself for the next 30 days will be thrown into 

the lions den.” 

 



As Daniel walked through the streets, he stopped 

to hear what the supervisors were saying. He 

heard, but would he obey the new law? 

 

The supervisors couldn’t wait to see what Daniel 

would do next. 

 

It was almost noon time, the time of day when 

Daniel usually went upstairs to his room to pray. 

 

Would he pray today? Would he obey the new 

law? What would Daniel do? 

 

They waited and watched and finally Daniel 

went to his room. Would he open the window 

and pray to God? Would he stay in his room and 

pray quietly? 

What would Daniel do? 

 

Then suddenly the window opened. There was 

Daniel. He bowed down onto his knees and then 

he lifted his hands to heaven and he PRAYED to 

GOD! 

 



“He did it!! He did it!”, they shouted and then 

off they ran to tell the king. 

 

When King Darius heard the news, he was very, 

very sad. You see King Darius liked Daniel. 

Daniel was his friend but he had forgotten that 

Daniel prayed three times every single day to 

God. 

 

I am sure that the king realized that he had been 

tricked by the supervisors but there was 

absolutely nothing that he could do about it. 

 

He had passed the law and the law was the law. 

He had no alternative but to have Daniel thrown 

into the lions den. 

 

The king gave the order and Daniel was arrested 

and taken to the lions den. 

 

When the stone was rolled away from the hole 

where the lions were kept, the lions growled and 

the ground began to shake. 

 



The lions were hungry and they couldn’t wait to 

gobble Daniel up for lunch. 

 

Before the king gave the orders to throw Daniel 

into the lions den, he said “May the God whom 

you serve so faithfully save you!” 

 

Then the king’s men grabbed Daniel and threw 

him into the pit filled with growling lions. 

 

The stone was rolled back over the mouth of the 

den, and the king sealed it with his royal seal, so 

that no one could move the stone and rescue 

Daniel. 

 

All night long, the King had trouble sleeping. 

Usually he heard the lions growling and 

scratching but tonight, they were silent. 

 

Bright and early the next morning, the king 

raced to the lions den. He ordered his soldiers to 

roll the stone away and he shouted down to 

Daniel, “Daniel” he called.  Was the God you 

serve faithfully able to save you from the lions’ 

jaws?” 



He waited and listened. Would Daniel be alive? 

Could he call back? 

 

He called out once again, “Daniel” 

 

But this time, Daniel called back from deep 
inside the lions’ den. “God sent his angel to 
shut the lions mouths all through the night.  

God has saved me so that you will know that 
I am innocent, and I have served you 

faithfully!” 

The king was so happy. Immediately he 
ordered his servants to pull Daniel from the 

lions’ den. 

 There wasn’t even a scratch on him. 
Everyone saw that Daniel had trusted God, 

and God had saved him. 

And then the king sent for all the people 
who had accused Daniel. And when they 

arrived, he had them thrown into lions’ den. 

The lions were not so friendly this time. 



Then King Darius issued a new law. It said, 

“Greetings, people of all nations, races, and 
languages!  

I, King Darius, decree that all people 
everywhere should honor and fear the God 

that Daniel serves so faithfully. 

Once again, Daniel was faithful. 

And God was able to show us that he is 

always able to do great and wonderful 

things. 

Daniel ALWAYS put God first, He always 

did what God would want Him to do even 

though he could have been killed for doing 

it. 

Although the king passed a law that said 

Daniel could not pray to anyone except the 

king, Daniel continued to pray to God.  

No matter how busy he was, no matter what 

else needed to be done, Daniel put God first. 

He prayed to God FIRST thing in the 



morning, He prayed to Him at noon, and He 

prayed to Him in the evening. 

No matter how busy you may get, with 

activities such as church events, school, 

homework, friends, or anything else that we 

all seem to busy our lives with, we must 

always remember God first. 

When I get up in the morning and spend my 

quiet time with God first, everything else 

just seems to fit in the day. 

But if I get up and I forget to spend my quiet 

time with God; or I choose to do other 

things, then for some reason there never 

seems to be enough time in the day to stop 

and spend with God.  

God must be first in our lives! 

He has to be our #1 priority. 

I have a little craft that we are going to make 

to show you what I mean. 



We are going to make a priority jar. 

And this is how it works. 

(Demonstrate the jar and what we are to do) 

 

Need:  

Jar with lid for each child 

Paper plate for each child 

Walnut for each child (small ball or 

anything the  approximate size of a walnut) 

Rice 

Poem- (cross shaped paper) 

Ribbon 

 

 

 

 

 



Priority 

Jar 

Instructions 

 

 

Before class, gather a small jar with a lid 

for each child. Fill the jar with rice. Up to 

about ¼ or 1/2” from the top. 

Gather a second container (paper plate) 

for each child. 

 

In class 

 

This jar represents your day. The rice 

represents the things you try to get 

done in a day (i.e. shower, do your hair, 

do your chores, homework, school, 

play with friends, activities)  

 

The walnut represents God.  

 

Pour your rice onto your paper plate.  



Now, refill your jar with all of the things 

that you do during the day. As you fill 

your jar, think about each of the things 

that you fill your day with. 

 

(Once the jars are full) 

 

 Say…Now put God 

(the walnut) into your jar.  

He doesn’t fit does He?  

We didn’t leave enough time for God. 

 

Now, let’s start over. 

 

Pour your rice out once again. 

 

This time let’s put God first… 

Time with God should be the first thing 

that we do each morning. 

 

Now pour your tasks (rice) 

Back into your 

jar.  



It Fits! 

 

They all fit 

together if God 

is in the beginning 

of our day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Daniel in the Lions Den 
(I wrote this story) 

 
Today we are going to hear a story about a man 

named Daniel. 
 

Daniel was a man who loved God VERY, 
VERY much.  

 
 

In fact he loved God so much that he was 
willing to give up his own life in order to follow 

God and do what was right. 
 

Our story is called Daniel in the Lions Den. 
 

In the Bible, God tells us about a king named  
Darius. King Darius was a very busy king. 

 
So busy in fact that he had to appoint one 

hundred and twenty supervisors and governors 
to help rule over his kingdom. 

 
Then he appointed one special man named 

Daniel and two other men to be their bosses. 



 
King Darius picked Daniel to be the boss 

because he was a very hard working man and the 
king knew that he would do a really good job. 

 
BUT when the one hundred and twenty other 
men found out that Daniel was going to be in 

charge, they became angry. 
 

They began to whisper amongst themselves.  
“Why was he selected to be the boss?” said one. 

 
“I can’t believe the king would pick him to be in 

charge” said another. 
 

“We have to do something about this Daniel,” 
said yet another. 

 
The men began to watch Daniel. “We have to 

find something that he is doing wrong so that we 
can go and tell the king” they said. 

 
So the men followed Daniel night and day to see 
if they could see ANYTHING that he was doing 

wrong. 



 
Now Daniel loved God very much. In fact, he 
prayed to God every morning, noon and night. 

 
Just like clockwork, Daniel would go to his 
room, open his window and pray to God in 

Heaven. 
 

Daniel placed God first in his life.  
 

Nothing was more important to Daniel that God. 
 

Soon one of the men came up with a devious 
plan. “I know what we can do” he said. 

 
“Let’s go to the king and have him pass a law 
that says that no one can pray to ANYONE 

except to the king himself” he said. “Then when 
we see Daniel praying to God, we can tell the 

king that Daniel has broken the law.” 
 

“That’s a great idea” said another. “And if 
anyone gets caught breaking the law, he shall be 

thrown into the lions den” 
 



And so the men went to the king and said “Oh 
mighty and powerful king, we the supervisors of 
your kingdom think that you should pass a law 

that says; if anyone is caught praying to any God 
other that the king for the next 30 days, he shall 

be thrown into the lions den.” 
 

Now King Darius thought that this was a great 
idea. He had the men write up the law and then 
he sealed it and dripped wax onto the seal. The 
law was a done deal when he pressed his ring 

down into the wax. 
 

After the law was made, the supervisors went 
out into the street and proclaimed the law to 

everyone in the kingdom. 
 

(Make a circle with hands and put hands up to 
mouth) “The king has made a new law, anyone 
caught praying to any God other that the king 

himself for the next 30 days will be thrown into 
the lions den.” 

 



As Daniel walked through the streets, he stopped 
to hear what the supervisors were saying. He 

heard, but would he obey the new law? 
 

The supervisors couldn’t wait to see what Daniel 
would do next. 

 
It was almost noon time, the time of day when 

Daniel usually went upstairs to his room to pray. 
 

Would he pray today? Would he obey the new 
law? What would Daniel do? 

 
They waited and watched and finally Daniel 

went to his room. Would he open the window 
and pray to God? Would he stay in his room and 

pray quietly? 
What would Daniel do? 

 
Then suddenly the window opened. There was 

Daniel. He bowed down onto his knees and then 
he lifted his hands to heaven and he PRAYED to 

GOD! 
 



“He did it!! He did it!”, they shouted and then 
off they ran to tell the king. 

 
When King Darius heard the news, he was very, 

very sad. You see King Darius liked Daniel. 
Daniel was his friend but he had forgotten that 
Daniel prayed three times every single day to 

God. 
 

I am sure that the king realized that he had been 
tricked by the supervisors but there was 

absolutely nothing that he could do about it. 
 

He had passed the law and the law was the law. 
He had no alternative but to have Daniel thrown 

into the lions den. 
 

The king gave the order and Daniel was arrested 
and taken to the lions den. 

 
When the stone was rolled away from the hole 

where the lions were kept, the lions growled and 
the ground began to shake. 

 



The lions were hungry and they couldn’t wait to 
gobble Daniel up for lunch. 

 
Before the king gave the orders to throw Daniel 
into the lions den, he said “May the God whom 

you serve so faithfully save you!” 
 

Then the king’s men grabbed Daniel and threw 
him into the pit filled with growling lions. 

 
The stone was rolled back over the mouth of the 
den, and the king sealed it with his royal seal, so 

that no one could move the stone and rescue 
Daniel. 

 
All night long, the King had trouble sleeping. 

Usually he heard the lions growling and 
scratching but tonight, they were silent. 

 
Bright and early the next morning, the king 

raced to the lions den. He ordered his soldiers to 
roll the stone away and he shouted down to 

Daniel, “Daniel” he called.  Was the God you 
serve faithfully able to save you from the lions’ 

jaws?” 



He waited and listened. Would Daniel be alive? 
Could he call back? 

 
He called out once again, “Daniel” 

 

But this time, Daniel called back from deep 
inside the lions’ den. “God sent his angel to 
shut the lions mouths all through the night.  

God has saved me so that you will know that 
I am innocent, and I have served you 

faithfully!” 

The king was so happy. Immediately he 
ordered his servants to pull Daniel from the 

lions’ den. 

 There wasn’t even a scratch on him. 
Everyone saw that Daniel had trusted God, 

and God had saved him. 

And then the king sent for all the people 
who had accused Daniel. And when they 

arrived, he had them thrown into lions’ den. 

The lions were not so friendly this time. 



Then King Darius issued a new law. It said, 

“Greetings, people of all nations, races, and 
languages!  

I, King Darius, decree that all people 
everywhere should honor and fear the God 

that Daniel serves so faithfully. 

Once again, Daniel was faithful. 

And God was able to show us that he is 
always able to do great and wonderful 

things. 

Daniel ALWAYS put God first, He always 
did what God would want Him to do even 
though he could have been killed for doing 

it. 

Although the king passed a law that said 
Daniel could not pray to anyone except the 

king, Daniel continued to pray to God.  

No matter how busy he was, no matter what 
else needed to be done, Daniel put God first. 

He prayed to God FIRST thing in the 



morning, He prayed to Him at noon, and He 
prayed to Him in the evening. 

No matter how busy you may get, with 
activities such as church events, school, 

homework, friends, or anything else that we 
all seem to busy our lives with, we must 

always remember God first. 

When I get up in the morning and spend my 
quiet time with God first, everything else 

just seems to fit in the day. 

But if I get up and I forget to spend my quiet 
time with God; or I choose to do other 

things, then for some reason there never 
seems to be enough time in the day to stop 

and spend with God.  

God must be first in our lives! 

He has to be our #1 priority. 

I have a little craft that we are going to make 
to show you what I mean. 



We are going to make a priority jar. 

And this is how it works. 

(Demonstrate the jar and what we are to do) 

 

Need:  

Jar with lid for each child 

Paper plate for each child 

Walnut for each child (small ball or 
anything the  approximate size of a walnut) 

Rice 

Poem- (cross shaped paper) 

Ribbon 

 
 
 
 
 



Priority 
Jar 

Instructions 
 
 

Before class, gather a small jar with a lid 
for each child. Fill the jar with rice. Up to 

about ¼ or 1/2” from the top. 
Gather a second container (paper plate) 

for each child. 
 

In class 
 

This jar represents your day. The rice 
represents the things you try to get 

done in a day (i.e. shower, do your hair, 
do your chores, homework, school, 

play with friends, activities)  
 

The walnut represents God.  
 

Pour your rice onto your paper plate.  



Now, refill your jar with all of the things 
that you do during the day. As you fill 

your jar, think about each of the things 
that you fill your day with. 

 
(Once the jars are full) 

 
 Say…Now put God 

(the walnut) into your jar.  
He doesn’t fit does He?  

We didn’t leave enough time for God. 
 

Now, let’s start over. 
 

Pour your rice out once again. 
 

This time let’s put God first… 
Time with God should be the first thing 

that we do each morning. 
 

Now pour your tasks (rice) 
Back into your 

jar.  



It Fits! 
 

They all fit 
together if God 

is in the beginning 
of our day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Daniel in the Lions Den 
Today we are going to hear a story about a man named Daniel. 

Daniel was a man who loved God VERY, VERY much.  In fact he loved God so much 
that he was willing to give up his own life in order to follow God and do what was right. 

Our story is called Daniel in the Lions Den. 
In the Bible, God tells us about a king named  Darius. King Darius was a very busy king. 
So busy in fact that he had to appoint one hundred and twenty supervisors and governors 
to help rule over his kingdom. Then he appointed one special man named Daniel and two 
other men to be their bosses. King Darius picked Daniel to be the boss because he was a 

very hard working man and the king knew that he would do a really good job. 
BUT when the one hundred and twenty other men found out that Daniel was going to be 
in charge, they became angry. They began to whisper amongst themselves.  “Why was he 

selected to be the boss?” said one. “I can’t believe the king would pick him to be in 
charge” said another. “We have to do something about this Daniel,” said yet another. 

The men began to watch Daniel. “We have to find something that he is doing wrong so 
that we can go and tell the king” they said. So the men followed Daniel night and day to 
see if they could see ANYTHING that he was doing wrong. Now Daniel loved God very 

much. In fact, he prayed to God every morning, noon and night. Just like clockwork, 
Daniel would go to his room, open his window and pray to God in Heaven. 

Daniel placed God first in his life.  Nothing was more important to Daniel that God. 
Soon one of the men came up with a devious plan. “I know what we can do” he said. 

“Let’s go to the king and have him pass a law that says that no one can pray to ANYONE 
except to the king himself” he said. “Then when we see Daniel praying to God, we can 
tell the king that Daniel has broken the law.” “That’s a great idea” said another. “And if 

anyone gets caught breaking the law, he shall be thrown into the lions den” 
And so the men went to the king and said “Oh mighty and powerful king, we the 

supervisors of your kingdom think that you should pass a law that says; if anyone is 
caught praying to any God other that the king for the next 30 days, he shall be thrown 

into the lions den.” Now King Darius thought that this was a great idea. He had the men 
write up the law and then he sealed it and dripped wax onto the seal. The law was a done 
deal when he pressed his ring down into the wax. After the law was made, the supervisors 

went out into the street and proclaimed the law to everyone in the kingdom. 
(Make a circle with hands and put hands up to mouth) “The king has made a new law, 

anyone caught praying to any God other that the king himself for the next 30 days will be 
thrown into the lions den.”  

As Daniel walked through the streets, he stopped to hear what the supervisors were 
saying. He heard, but would he obey the new law? 

The supervisors couldn’t wait to see what Daniel would do next. 
It was almost noon time, the time of day when Daniel usually went upstairs to his room to 

pray. 
Would he pray today? Would he obey the new law? What would Daniel do? 

They waited and watched and finally Daniel went to his room. Would he open the  
window and pray to God? Would he stay in his room and pray quietly? 

What would Daniel do? 
Then suddenly the window opened. There was Daniel. He bowed down onto his knees 

and then he lifted his hands to heaven and he PRAYED to GOD! 



“He did it!! He did it!”, they shouted and then off they ran to tell the king. 
When King Darius heard the news, he was very, very sad. You see King Darius liked 

Daniel. Daniel was his friend but he had forgotten that Daniel prayed three times every 
single day to God. 

I am sure that the king realized that he had been tricked by the supervisors but there was 
absolutely nothing that he could do about it. 

He had passed the law and the law was the law. He had no alternative but to have Daniel 
thrown into the lions den. 

The king gave the order and Daniel was arrested and taken to the lions den. 
When the stone was rolled away from the hole where the lions were kept, the lions 

growled and the ground began to shake. 
The lions were hungry and they couldn’t wait to gobble Daniel up for lunch. 

Before the king gave the orders to throw Daniel into the lions den, he said “May the God 
whom you serve so faithfully save you!” 

Then the king’s men grabbed Daniel and threw him into the pit filled with growling lions. 
The stone was rolled back over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his royal 

seal, so that no one could move the stone and rescue Daniel. 
All night long, the King had trouble sleeping. Usually he heard the lions growling and 

scratching but tonight, they were silent. 
Bright and early the next morning, the king raced to the lions den. He ordered his soldiers 
to roll the stone away and he shouted down to Daniel, “Daniel” he called.  Was the God 

you serve faithfully able to save you from the lions’ jaws?” 
He waited and listened. Would Daniel be alive? Could he call back? 

He called out once again, “Daniel”  But this time, Daniel called back from deep inside the 
lions’ den. “God sent his angel to shut the lions mouths all through the night. God has 

saved me so that you will know that I am innocent, and I have served you faithfully!” The 
king was so happy. Immediately he ordered his servants to pull Daniel from the lions’ 

den.  There wasn’t even a scratch on him. Everyone saw that Daniel had trusted God, and 
God had saved him. And then the king sent for all the people who had accused Daniel. 

And when they arrived, he had them thrown into lions’ den. The lions were not so 
friendly this time. Then King Darius issued a new law. It said, “Greetings, people of all 
nations, races, and languages!  I, King Darius, decree that all people everywhere should 
honor and fear the God that Daniel serves so faithfully. Once again, Daniel was faithful. 
And God was able to show us that he is always able to do great and wonderful things. 
Daniel ALWAYS put God first, He always did what God would want Him to do even 
though he could have been killed for doing it. Although the king passed a law that said 
Daniel could not pray to anyone except the king, Daniel continued to pray to God.  No 

matter how busy he was, no matter what else needed to be done, Daniel put God first. He 
prayed to God FIRST thing in the morning, He prayed to Him at noon, and He prayed to 

Him in the evening. No matter how busy you may get, with activities such as church 
events, school, homework, friends, or anything else that we all seem to busy our lives 

with, we must always remember God first.  





 
 

“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.” 
Matthew 22:37  
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Priority 

Jar 

Instructions 

 

 

Before class, gather a small jar with a lid for each child. Fill the jar 
with rice. Up to about ¼ or 1/2” from the top. 

Gather a second container (paper plate) for each child. 

 

In class 

 

This jar represents your day. The rice represents the things you try to 
get 

done in a day (i.e. shower, do your hair, do your chores, homework, 
school, 

play with friends, activities) 

 

The walnut represents God. 

 

Pour your rice onto your paper plate. 

Now, refill your jar with all of the things that you do during the day. 
As you fill your jar, think about each of the things that you fill your 

day with. 



 

(Once the jars are full) 

 

Say…Now put God 

(the walnut) into your jar. 

He doesn’t fit does He? 

We didn’t leave enough time for God. 

 

Now, let’s start over. 

 

Pour your rice out once again. 

 

This time let’s put God first… 

Time with God should be the first thing that we do each morning. 

 

Now pour your tasks (rice) 

Back into your 

jar. 

It Fits! 

 

They all fit 

together if God 



is in the beginning 

of our day. 



Priority 

Jar 

Instructions 

 

 

Before class, gather a small jar with a lid for each child. Fill the jar 

with rice. Up to about ¼ or 1/2” from the top. 

Gather a second container (paper plate) for each child. 

 

In class 

 

This jar represents your day. The rice represents the things you try to 

get 

done in a day (i.e. shower, do your hair, do your chores, homework, 

school, 

play with friends, activities) 

 

The walnut represents God. 

 

Pour your rice onto your paper plate. 

Now, refill your jar with all of the things that you do during the day. 

As you fill your jar, think about each of the things that you fill your 

day with. 



 

(Once the jars are full) 

 

Say…Now put God 

(the walnut) into your jar. 

He doesn’t fit does He? 

We didn’t leave enough time for God. 

 

Now, let’s start over. 

 

Pour your rice out once again. 

 

This time let’s put God first… 

Time with God should be the first thing that we do each morning. 

 

Now pour your tasks (rice) 

Back into your 

jar. 

It Fits! 

 

They all fit 

together if God 



is in the beginning 

of our day. 



 
Priority 

Jar 
Instructions 

 
 
 

 
This jar represents your day. The rice represents the things you try to get 

done in a day (i.e. shower, do your hair, do your chores, homework, school, 
play with friends, activities) The walnut represents God. Pour the contents of your jar out 

onto a paper plate. Then add the contents back into your jar... 
remembering everything you do during your day. Now put God 

(the walnut) into your jar. He does not fit does He? Let’s start over. 
 
 

 
 
 

Pour the contents of 
your jar out once again.                                   

This time start 
with God...put God first. (Add  

the walnut. 
 

Now pour the tasks (rice) 
of your day into the 

jar. They all fit 
together if we put God 

is first. 
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