The King Makes a Law
(I wrote this story)
Last week, we heard a story from the Bible
about an Angel named Gabriel.
God sent Gabriel to deliver a message to two
different people. One person that he spoke with
was named Zacharias.
Gabriel has some exciting news for Zacharias.
He told Zacharias that he and his wife Elizabeth
were going to have a baby. Even though
Elizabeth was way to old to have a baby, God
was going to give them a baby anyhow. Because
with God, nothing is impossible.
The second person that Gabriel spoke with was
named Mary. Mary was engaged to a man
named Joseph. Now although Mary and Joseph
were not married yet, God was going to give
them a special baby too.
But this wasn’t just any baby, this baby was
going to be named Jesus. And this baby wasn’t

even going to be Joseph, it was going to be
God’s OWN son.
Now when Joseph found out that Mary was
going to have a baby, he was greatly troubled,
because he thought that Mary had been
unfaithful to him.
BUT God spoke to him in a dream, and he told
Joseph not to worry, Mary HAD been faithful to
him. This baby was not Joseph’s son, this baby
was God’s own son.
Joseph was told to go ahead with his plans to
marry her and to take good care of Mary. And
that is exactly what he did.
Joseph and Mary were soon married and while
Joseph worked hard each day in his carpenter’s
shop, Mary did all the things that a wife does.
I’m sure she kept busy by cleaning the house
and cooking the meals and washing the clothes.
She probably even sewed some clothes for her
new baby that would soon be born.

One day, Joseph came rushing home, he had
some news, and he was rushing as fast as he
could to tell Mary.
“Mary” Joseph said, “The king has made a new
law. The new law says that everyone must travel
back to the town where they were born. They
must go there to be counted and to pay taxes. I
must go Mary; the law requires it of me.”
“Oh Joseph, your hometown of Bethlehem is
such a long ways from Nazareth. It will take
many days to get there.” Mary replied.
“I know,” Joseph answered, “and it is not a good
time for you to travel. The road to Bethlehem is
a long, bumpy, and dirty road. It is not good for
you to travel like this.”
“Well,”, Mary replied, “We must obey the king.
I know it is not wise for me to travel like this,
but I know God wants me to go with you, He
will take care of us.”

When we travel, the first thing we must do is to
pack all the things that we will need for our long
trip. I am sure that Mary and Joseph did the
same thing. They probably gathered up
everything that they would need for the long
journey and placed their items upon the back of
a little donkey.
You see, during those days, there were no cars,
or buses, or trains. If you wanted to get
somewhere, you either walked or traveled by
donkey.
In some special cases, people even traveled on
the backs of camels. And we will hear about
some men who did exactly that very thing in a
couple of weeks.
Mary and Joseph walked and walked and
walked. They traveled for day after day. They
probably stopped to sleep under the stars and to
let Mary rest for a little while, and then they
continued their journey.

I am sure the traveling was very difficult for
Mary because she was getting ready to have a
baby.
Finally, after days of traveling, Mary and Joseph
finally reached the town of Bethlehem.
BUT when they got there, they discovered that
the streets were crowded with people. There
were people EVERYWHERE. They had all
come to Bethlehem for the same reason that
Joseph and Mary had come. They had come to
be counted and pay their taxes.
Mary and Joseph were soon facing another
problem. There were so many people in town
that there were no rooms left for them to stay in.
They must have looked and looked for a place to
rest. I am sure that Joseph must have checked
EVERY SINGLE room in town, but there was
no room for Mary and Joseph.
Joseph was probably a little panicked by now.
What was he going to do? Where was he going

to take Mary? Was she going to have to deliver
her baby right there on the streets?
No, because Joseph did what most husbands
would do. He found a place for Mary. It wasn’t a
nice room in the Inn, they were all full. It wasn’t
a room in someone’s home, they were all full to.
But it was a place that was inside out of the cold,
and it was a place with a nice soft area for Mary
to lie down upon.
It was a little stable out back behind the houses
with lots of nice soft hay for Mary to lie down
upon.
It wasn’t a fancy place, it wasn’t a clean place,
in fact it was probably a little smelly because it
was a place where animals lived. But Mary
didn’t complain, she was grateful to Joseph for
finding her a wonderful spot in which to lie
down and rest.

This was no place for Jesus to be born, Jesus is
our King. A king should be born in a palace not
in a stable.
But not Jesus, Jesus was born in a stable.
When He was born, God hung a BIG BRIGHT
STAR right there in the sky, that star was
BIGGER and BRIGHTER than any star that had
ever been seen before.
That star meant that the Savior had been born.
That Savior was baby Jesus, and he was lying
right there in the manger.

The King Makes a Law
Last week, we heard a story from the Bible about an Angel named Gabriel.
God sent Gabriel to deliver a message to two different people. One person that he spoke
with was named Zacharias.
Gabriel has some exciting news for Zacharias. He told Zacharias that he and his wife
Elizabeth were going to have a baby. Even though Elizabeth was way to old to have a
baby, God was going to give them a baby anyhow. Because with God, nothing is
impossible.
The second person that Gabriel spoke with was named Mary. Mary was engaged to a man
named Joseph. Now although Mary and Joseph were not married yet, God was going to
give them a special baby too.
But this wasn’t just any baby, this baby was going to be named Jesus. And this baby
wasn’t even going to be Joseph, it was going to be God’s OWN son.
Now when Joseph found out that Mary was going to have a baby, he was greatly
troubled, because he thought that Mary had been unfaithful to him.
BUT God spoke to him in a dream, and he told Joseph not to worry, Mary HAD been
faithful to him. This baby was not Joseph’s son, this baby was God’s own son.
Joseph was told to go ahead with his plans to marry her and to take good care of Mary.
And that is exactly what he did.
Joseph and Mary were soon married and while Joseph worked hard each day in his
carpenter’s shop, Mary did all the things that a wife does. I’m sure she kept busy by
cleaning the house and cooking the meals and washing the clothes. She probably even
sewed some clothes for her new baby that would soon be born.
One day, Joseph came rushing home, he had some news, and he was rushing as fast as he
could to tell Mary.
“Mary” Joseph said, “The king has made a new law. The new law says that everyone
must travel back to the town where they were born. They must go there to be counted and
to pay taxes. I must go Mary; the law requires it of me.”
“Oh Joseph, your hometown of Bethlehem is such a long way from Nazareth. It will take
many days to get there.” Mary replied.
“I know,” Joseph answered, “and it is not a good time for you to travel. The road to
Bethlehem is a long, bumpy, and dirty road. It is not good for you to travel like this.”
“Well,”, Mary replied, “We must obey the king. I know it is not wise for me to travel like
this, but I know God wants me to go with you, He will take care of us.”
When we travel, the first thing we must do is to pack all the things that we will need for
our long trip. I am sure that Mary and Joseph did the same thing. They probably gathered
up everything that they would need for the long journey and placed their items upon the
back of a little donkey.
You see, during those days, there were no cars, or buses, or trains. If you wanted to get
somewhere, you either walked or traveled by donkey.
In some special cases, people even traveled on the backs of camels. And we will hear
about some men who did exactly that very thing in a couple of weeks.
Mary and Joseph walked and walked and walked. They traveled for day after day. They
probably stopped to sleep under the stars and to let Mary rest for a little while, and then
they continued their journey.

I am sure the traveling was very difficult for Mary because she was getting ready to have
a baby.
Finally, after days of traveling, Mary and Joseph finally reached the town of Bethlehem.
BUT when they got there, they discovered that the streets were crowded with people.
There were people EVERYWHERE. They had all come to Bethlehem for the same
reason that Joseph and Mary had come. They had come to be counted and pay their taxes.
Mary and Joseph were soon facing another problem. There were so many people in town
that there were no rooms left for them to stay in.
They must have looked and looked for a place to rest. I am sure that Joseph must have
checked EVERY SINGLE room in town, but there was no room for Mary and Joseph.
Joseph was probably a little panicked by now. What was he going to do? Where was he
going to take Mary? Was she going to have to deliver her baby right there on the streets?
No, because Joseph did what most husbands would do. He found a place for Mary. It
wasn’t a nice room in the Inn, they were all full. It wasn’t a room in someone’s home,
they were all full to.
But it was a place that was inside out of the cold, and it was a place with a nice soft area
for Mary to lie down upon.
It was a little stable out back behind the houses with lots of nice soft hay for Mary to lie
down upon.
It wasn’t a fancy place, it wasn’t a clean place, in fact it was probably a little smelly
because it was a place where animals lived. But Mary didn’t complain, she was grateful
to Joseph for finding her a wonderful spot in which to lie down and rest.
This was no place for Jesus to be born, Jesus is our King. A king should be born in a
palace not in a stable.
But not Jesus, Jesus was born in a stable.
And right there, that very same night, Jesus was born. When He was born, God hung a
BIG, BRIGHT STAR right there in the sky. That star was BIGGER and BRIGHTER than
any star that had ever been seen before.
That star meant that the Savior had been born. That Savior was baby Jesus, and he was
lying right there in the manger.

The King Makes A New Law
(I wrote this story)
While Mary and Joseph waited for the birth of
baby Jesus, I am sure that Joseph kept busy
doing all his carpenter duties, because he was a
carpenter by trade. Perhaps he even built a tiny
little bed for Jesus.
And Mary probably kept busy doing all the
things new mom’s do. She probably sewed some
clothing for little baby Jesus, and she probably
made sure that everything was just perfect for
this new little baby.
One day, Joseph came rushing home, he had
some news, and he was rushing as fast as he
could to tell Mary.
“Mary” Joseph said, “The king has made a new
law. The new law says that everyone must travel
back to the town where they were born. They
must go there to be counted and to pay taxes. I
must go Mary; the law requires it of me.”

Can’t you just hear Mary saying “Oh Joseph,
your hometown of Bethlehem is such a long way
from Nazareth. It will take many days to get
there.”
“I know,” Joseph answered, “and it is not a good
time for you to travel. The road to Bethlehem is
a long, bumpy, and dirty road. It is not good for
you to travel like this.”
“Well,” Mary replied, “We must obey the king. I
know it is not wise for me to travel like this, but
I know God wants me to go with you, He will
take care of us.”
When we travel, the first thing we must do is to
pack all the things that we will need for our long
trip.
I am sure that Mary and Joseph did the same
thing. They probably gathered up everything that
they would need for the long journey and placed
their items upon the back of a little donkey and
set out for Bethlehem.

When we hear the story about Mary and Joseph,
we often hear that Mary rode on the back of a
donkey to Bethlehem.
In the Bible, it does not tell us how they traveled
to Bethlehem however, they probably did ride
on a little donkey because that is how they
traveled during these times, but the Bible does
not tell us this.
You see, during those days, there were no cars,
or buses, or trains. If you wanted to get
somewhere, you either walked or traveled by
donkey.
Mary and Joseph walked and walked and
walked. They traveled for day after day. They
probably stopped to sleep under the stars and to
let Mary rest for a little while, and then they
continued their journey.
I am sure the traveling was very difficult for
Mary because she was getting ready to have a
baby.

Finally, after days of traveling, Mary and Joseph
finally reached the town of Bethlehem.
BUT when they got there, they discovered that
the streets were crowded with people. There
were people EVERYWHERE. They had all
come to Bethlehem for the same reason that
Joseph and Mary had come. They had come to
be counted and pay their taxes.
Mary and Joseph were soon facing another
problem. There were so many people in town
that there were no rooms left for them to stay in.
They must have looked and looked for a place to
rest. I am sure that Joseph must have checked
EVERY SINGLE room in town, but there was
no room for Mary and Joseph.
Joseph was probably a little panicked by now.
What was he going to do? Where was he going
to take Mary? Was she going to have to deliver
her baby right there on the streets?

No, because Joseph did what most husbands
would do. He found a place for Mary.
Let’s check in with the Inn keeper in Bethlehem
and see if he can tell us a little about that night.
(Play the innkeeper video here)
After lots of looking and asking around, Joseph
finally found a place for Mary. It wasn’t a nice
room in the Inn, they were all full. It wasn’t a
room in someone’s home, they were all full too.
But it was a place that was inside out of the cold
and it was a place with a nice soft place for
Mary to lie down upon.
It was a little stable in the side of a mountain.
And it was probably full of nice soft hay for
Mary to lie down upon.
It wasn’t a fancy place, it wasn’t a clean place,
in fact it was probably a little smelly because it
was a place where animals lived.

But Mary didn’t complain, she was very
grateful. She probably told Joseph how proud
she was of him for finding such a warm and
wonderful spot in which to lie down and rest.
This was no place for Jesus to be born, Jesus is
our King. A king should be born in a palace not
in a stable.
But that was what Jesus wanted. Jesus came to
earth for all of us. He didn’t want to be in a
palace where we could not get to know Him. He
chose to be born in a stable to let every single
one of us know that He loved us and came to
save us.
While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, the
time came for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus.
Because there was no room in the inn, Mary
gave birth to Jesus in the stable and wrapped the
baby with a piece of cloth and laid him in a
manger.
The birth of baby Jesus is the reason we
celebrate Christmas.

Christmas time is a wonderful time. It is a time
of singing and decorating and gift giving. BUT
this is not the true meaning of Christmas.
Christmas is a time when we celebrate the birth
of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a time when we
should praise God and thank Him for sending
His son Jesus Christ to this earth.
Jesus came to earth as a tiny baby. He came to
teach us and to show us how to get to Heaven
when we die. And not only that, but He also died
on the cross as a payment of our sins so that we
can be in heaven with Him.
You see, sin is not allowed in Heaven.
The Bible teaches us that we have ALL sinned.
If we have all sinned, then this means we could
not get into heaven when we die.
But Jesus came to earth, and He took our
punishment, and He paid the price for our sin.

So, when we ask Jesus to come into our hearts
and be our Lord and Savior and to forgive us of
our sins, He does exactly that. He wipes our sins
away.
This means that when we die, we will be
allowed into heaven.
We will be able to live forever and ever with
Jesus in Heaven.
This Christmas don’t forget to tell Jesus Happy
Birthday and to thank Him for all the wonderful
things He has done for you!!

The King Makes A New Law
While Mary and Joseph waited for the birth of baby Jesus, I am sure that Joseph kept
busy doing all his carpenter duties, because he was a carpenter by trade. Perhaps he even
built a tiny little bed for Jesus.
And Mary probably kept busy doing all the things new mom’s do. She probably sewed
some clothing for little baby Jesus, and she probably made sure that everything was just
perfect for this new little baby.
One day, Joseph came rushing home, he had some news, and he was rushing as fast as he
could to tell Mary.
“Mary” Joseph said, “The king has made a new law. The new law says that everyone
must travel back to the town where they were born. They must go there to be counted and
to pay taxes. I must go Mary; the law requires it of me.”
Can’t you just hear Mary saying “Oh Joseph, your hometown of Bethlehem is such a long
way from Nazareth. It will take many days to get there.”
“I know,” Joseph answered, “and it is not a good time for you to travel. The road to
Bethlehem is a long, bumpy, and dirty road. It is not good for you to travel like this.”
“Well,” Mary replied, “We must obey the king. I know it is not wise for me to travel like
this, but I know God wants me to go with you, He will take care of us.”
When we travel, the first thing we must do is to pack all the things that we will need for
our long trip.
I am sure that Mary and Joseph did the same thing. They probably gathered up
everything that they would need for the long journey and placed their items upon the
back of a little donkey and set out for Bethlehem.
When we hear the story about Mary and Joseph, we often hear that Mary rode on the
back of a donkey to Bethlehem.
In the Bible, it does not tell us how they traveled to Bethlehem however, they probably
did ride on a little donkey because that is how they traveled during these times, but the
Bible does not tell us this.
You see, during those days, there were no cars, or buses, or trains. If you wanted to get
somewhere, you either walked or traveled by donkey.
Mary and Joseph walked and walked and walked. They traveled for day after day. They
probably stopped to sleep under the stars and to let Mary rest for a little while, and then
they continued their journey.

I am sure the traveling was very difficult for Mary because she was getting ready to have
a baby.
Finally, after days of traveling, Mary and Joseph finally reached the town of Bethlehem.
BUT when they got there, they discovered that the streets were crowded with people.
There were people EVERYWHERE. They had all come to Bethlehem for the same
reason that Joseph and Mary had come. They had come to be counted and pay their taxes.
Mary and Joseph were soon facing another problem. There were so many people in town
that there were no rooms left for them to stay in.
They must have looked and looked for a place to rest. I am sure that Joseph must have
checked EVERY SINGLE room in town, but there was no room for Mary and Joseph.
Joseph was probably a little panicked by now. What was he going to do? Where was he
going to take Mary? Was she going to have to deliver her baby right there on the streets?
No, because Joseph did what most husbands would do. He found a place for Mary.
After lots of looking and asking around, Joseph finally found a place for Mary. It wasn’t
a nice room in the Inn, they were all full. It wasn’t a room in someone’s home, they were
all full too.
But it was a place that was inside out of the cold, and it was a place with a nice soft place
for Mary to lie down upon.
It was a little stable in the side of a mountain. And it was probably full of nice soft hay
for Mary to lie down upon.
It wasn’t a fancy place, it wasn’t a clean place, in fact it was probably a little smelly
because it was a place where animals lived.
But Mary didn’t complain, she was very grateful. She probably told Joseph how proud
she was of him for finding such a warm and wonderful spot in which to lie down and rest.
This was no place for Jesus to be born, Jesus is our King. A king should be born in a
palace not in a stable.
But that was what Jesus wanted. Jesus came to earth for all of us. He didn’t want to be in
a palace where we could not get to know Him. He chose to be born in a stable to let every
single one of us know that He loved us and came to save us.

While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to give birth to baby
Jesus. Because there was no room in the inn, Mary gave birth to Jesus in the stable and
wrapped the baby with a piece of cloth and laid him in a manger.
The birth of baby Jesus is the reason we celebrate Christmas.
Christmas time is a wonderful time. It is a time of singing and decorating and gift giving.
BUT this is not the true meaning of Christmas.
Christmas is a time when we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a time
when we should praise God and thank Him for sending His son Jesus Christ to this earth.
Jesus came to earth as a tiny baby. He came to teach us and to show us how to get to
Heaven when we die. And not only that, but He also died on the cross as a payment of
our sins so that we can be in heaven with Him.
You see, sin is not allowed in Heaven.
The Bible teaches us that we have ALL sinned.
If we have all sinned, then this means we could not get into heaven when we die.
But Jesus came to earth, and He took our punishment, and He paid the price for our sin.
So, when we ask Jesus to come into our hearts and be our Lord and Savior and to forgive
us of our sins, He does exactly that. He wipes our sins away.
This means that when we die, we will be allowed into heaven.
We will be able to live forever and ever with Jesus in Heaven.
This Christmas don’t forget to tell Jesus Happy Birthday and to thank Him for all the
wonderful things He has done for you!!

The King Makes a New Law
Questions about the story
1. In our story last Sunday the angel, Gabriel, visited Mary and told
her some wonderful news. Do you remember what the news was?
She was going to have a baby. Baby Jesus, God’s Son.
2. Soon after Gabriel visited Mary, she was married as planned. Do
you remember the name of the man that she married? Joseph
3. What kind of job did Joseph have? He was a carpenter
4. Soon after Mary and Joseph were married, Joseph came home
with some news. What was Joseph’s news? The king had made a
new law, and that they would have to travel back to their
hometown to be counted and to pay their taxes.
5. Do you remember the name of Joseph’s hometown? Bethlehem
6. Did Mary travel with Joseph, or did she stay in Nazareth while he
was gone? She went with Him
7. Mary and Joseph traveled for days and days before arriving at
Bethlehem. By the time they arrived in Bethlehem, Mary was very
tired and Joseph wanted to find a nice warm room so that she
could rest. But, when they arrived in Bethlehem, what did they
see? There were people everywhere.
8. Joseph tried and tried to find a place for Mary to rest, but every
time he knocked on a door, what was he told? We have no room
9. Where did Joseph find for Mary to rest? The Stable
10.What is a stable? A barn where animals live
11.Do you think that Mary and Joseph were happy or sad to find the
stable? Happy, even though a stable is where animals live, there
was plenty of nice clean straw to make into a bed and walls to
protect them from the wind and cold. So I am sure that Mary and
Joseph were very happy to find a place to stay.
12.Who do you think helped Mary and Joseph find this nice warm
place to stay? God

Merry Christmas
What a fun time we had last week hearing about
the angel Gabriel. Do you remember what he told
Mary?
This week we will hear about a special donkey,
make a footprint donkey ornament, learn more
about the birth of Jesus and have lots and lots of
fun!
I can’t wait to see all of you!!!
Mrs. Arlene
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Donkey Craft
Prior to class
Run copies of the donkey poem, punch hole in each poem and
attach a paper reinforcement
Gather wiggly eyes, brown pom-poms for nose, brown
construction paper, glue, yarn (brown)
Cut out ears for each donkey
Cut out tongue for each donkey
In class
Using brown construction paper, trace around each child’s foot
(shoe on) to make the donkey head
Cut out the footprint
Glue ears, eyes, nose and tongue to donkey
Punch a hole in each ear
Run a string through one hole and tie it
Attach poem
Run string through second hole and tie

Blessed, oh how blessed among
all the donkeys am I.
For I’m the one who carried
Mary upon my back so wide.
Blessed, oh how wonderfully blessed
among all the donkeys am I.
Who got to see baby Jesus
With my own two brown eyes.
Blessed, oh how blessed among
All the donkeys am I.
I couldn’t be more blessed
No matter how hard I try.
Blessed, oh how blessed among
all the donkeys am I.
For I’m the one who carried
Mary upon my back so wide.
Blessed, oh how wonderfully blessed
among all the donkeys am I.
Who got to see baby Jesus
With my own two brown eyes.
Blessed, oh how blessed among
All the donkeys am I.
I couldn’t be more blessed
No matter how hard I try.
Blessed, oh how blessed among
all the donkeys am I.
For I’m the one who carried
Mary upon my back so wide.
Blessed, oh how wonderfully blessed
among all the donkeys am I.
Who got to see baby Jesus
With my own two brown eyes.
Blessed, oh how blessed among
All the donkeys am I.
I couldn’t be more blessed
No matter how hard I try.

Star Ornament
Cut out large star shape using fun foam (Pattern Attached)
With a hole punch, punch one hole in the top and 5-6 holes along the bottom of star
Purchase small foam star shapes to decorate your large star ornament
Attach ribbons into the holes on bottom (Make the ribbons extra long for easy tying. Cut off
excess once tied.)
Attach a ribbon into the top hole and make a loop for hanging
String beads onto ribbon and tie at the ends. Cut off excess ribbon
Glue small star shapes onto large star.

