
Jesus Calls His Disciples  
Matthew 4:18-22 - Part 2 ( I Wrote) 

If you were looking for a friend, what would 
you look for in that person?  
 
Take answers and then add a few of your 
own: honest, fun, caring, interesting. 
 
Why are these traits important? Because 
when we hang out with people that are 
honest and caring, we can become just like 
that person.  
 
And when we hang around with people that 
are dishonest, uncaring, thoughtless, we 
can become just like that person as well. 
 
What is one characteristic you would want 
to develop in order to become a better 
friend?   
 



Why do you think “prayer” is an important 
part of making decisions about friends?  
(Well, God knows the kind of friends we 
need better than we do, doesn’t He?)  
 
Last week, we started learning about 
followers or friends’ of Jesus. We have 
already learned about 6 of the followers and 
today we are going to learn about 6 more.  
 
Now Jesus had many, many followers but 
we are only going to learn about these 12.  
 
Why do you think we are only learning 
about these 12 men?  
 
Because later, Jesus would choose these 
12 men to be His closest friends. His 
Disciples, His Apostles. 
 
 



As we discuss the types of men Jesus 
chose to be his closest friends, let’s think 
about what we need to do to be a good 
friend to others.  
 
Before we begin our lesson, I would like 
someone to look up Proverbs 18:24 and 
read it to us. 

 
A man who has friends must himself 
be friendly, but there is a friend who 
sticks closer than a brother. (Proverbs 
18:24)  

 
The day after Jesus was baptized by John 
the Baptist, He began calling people to 
follow him. He wanted them to come learn 
from Him about the things of God.  
 
We call them, Jesus’  disciples or followers. 
The word disciple means follower or 
student.  
 



We have already heard about 6 of the men 
that Jesus called to follow Him.  
 
They were Andrew, Simon Peter, James 
and John, Philip and Nathaniel; also known 
as Bartholomew. 
 
Today we are going to learn about 6 other 
men that Jesus called.  
 
In Matthew 9:9, we ready about a man 
named Matthew, also known as Levi.  
 
Matthew was a tax collector. As he was 
sitting at the tax office one day, Jesus 
passed by. 
 
 Jesus called out “Follow Me." So Matthew 
arose and followed Him.  
 
Now as I just mentioned, Matthew was a tax 
collector.  



 
Many people hated tax collectors.  
 
And the reason they hated them so badly 
was because they were dishonest.  
 
You see, many tax collectors would collect 
too much money and then they would keep  
some of the money for themselves.  
 
They were so dishonest that people grew to 
hate them. 
 
But Jesus must have seen something 
special in Matthew.  
 
Perhaps Matthew was an honest tax 
collector, or, perhaps Jesus saw deep 
inside of Matthew and saw a repenting 
heart; someone who was sorry for what they 
had done. 
 



We don’t know WHY Jesus chose Matthew, 
but He saw something very special in him. 
 
The Bible does not talk about the next 5 
men that became Jesus’ closest friends 
until AFTER He selected them to be His 
apostles.  
 
But, we will later find out their names. 
 
The first one was Thomas. 
 
The Bible tells us two interesting things 
about Thomas. First of all he had a twin 
brother. 
 
Secondly, he had trouble believing that 
Jesus came back to life after being 
crucified. So many people refer to him as 
“Doubting Thomas”.  
 
 



The second one was named James. 
 
No, it is not the same James who was 
the brother of John.  
 
This James was also known as James the 
Less or James the Younger.  
  
Scripture tells us that his older brother was 
Thaddaeus, who was another one of Jesus’ 
disciples.  
 
We also know that his father was Alphaeus, 
and his mother was named Mary.  
 
Alphaeus and Mary were followers of Jesus 
as well. 
 
So, we know that his whole family was 
believers in Jesus.  
 
 



The third disciple was named Thaddeus. 
 
Thaddeus – Is also known as Jude or 
Judas. He is James’ older brother.  
 
The fourth disciple was called Simon. 
 
This Simon is not the same Simon as Simon 
Peter 
 
This Simon is also called Simon the Zealot.  
 
When someone is zealous they are 
passionately enthusiastic about something. 
 
Simon was passionate for righteousness. 
 
He wanted everyone to follow God’s 
commandments perfectly.  
 



This means that Simon must have had great 
faith in God.  
 
And then we come to Judas Iscariot – 
 
Judas Iscariot is the disciple who would 
later betray Jesus. 
 
Judas was the one in charge of the money 
bag for Jesus and His 12 disciples.  
 
He is the one who turned Jesus in to His 
enemies so they could arrest Him.  
 
He cared more about money than serving 
the Lord.  
 
But still, He was chosen.  
 
He was chosen so that God’s will could be 
done.  
 



You see, in order for Jesus to be hung on 
the cross, in order for Him to die for our 
sins, someone had to betray Him in the end.  
 
In order for God’s plan to be complete, 
someone had to betray Him.  
 
And Judas was the one whom God chose to 
betray Jesus. 
 
Did Judas love Jesus? Yes, I believe he did. 
 
Was he sorry for betraying Jesus? Yes, in 
fact after he had betrayed Jesus, he was so 
heart broken that he went out and hung 
himself.  
 
These twelve men that we now call Jesus’ 
disciples left everything behind to follow 
Jesus.  
 



They left their jobs; their only way of making 
a living, their homes, their families, 
everything because they knew that following 
Jesus would change their lives forever.  
 
Now remember though, Jesus had 
hundreds, maybe even thousands of 
believers.  
 
But only these 12 men, HE called 
“Apostles.”  
 
The word apostle means missionary.  
 
These were special disciples that Jesus 
prepared to send out into the world to tell 
others the truth about God and the kingdom 
of heaven.  
 
He took the time to train them so that they 
could go out and teach others about Him 
and what He had come to earth to do.  
 



But WHY did He choose these 12 men?  
 
HOW did he choose these 12 men?  
 
What was it about these men that attracted 
Jesus to them?  
 
Why did Jesus ask them to be His 
disciples? 
 
If you have important choices to make, what is 
the first thing that you do?  
 
Do you pray and ask God for help in choosing? 
 
Jesus did! In a quiet mountain place He spoke to 
His Heavenly Father.  
 
Jesus prayed all day long, until the sun went 
down.  
 
He prayed all through the long, dark night. 
 



And some time during the night, God revealed to 
Jesus WHOM it was that God wanted Him to 
choose. 
 
In the morning, Jesus called His all His 
followers together---all the friends who served 
and obeyed Him.  
 
From these followers, Jesus chose twelve to be 
special helpers, or apostles.  
 
Jesus called these men to a life of special 
service and commitment to Him beyond 
anything they had ever known before!   
 
When Jesus called them to follow Him, they 
didn’t make excuses; they left at once and 
followed. And from this point on these 12 
men remained with Jesus until He died.  
 
Jesus is calling you and I to follow Him, as 
well.  
 



For us, following Jesus means more than 
just saying that we’re a Christian.  
 
We must leave our past behind and commit 
our future to him.  
 
What are you willing to leave behind to 
follow after Jesus?  
 
He may not be calling you to leave your 
home, your family and your friends,  
 
but God has called you to be one of Jesus’ 
disciples, too, and it may mean that you 
need to leave something behind.  
 
How about a bad temper, or bad language, 
or a bad attitude? 
 
Is there something you need to leave 
behind to live in a way that is pleasing to 
God?  



Maybe God is calling you to leave certain 
“friends” behind because they are not a 
good influence on you.  
 
God has called you to be one of Jesus’ 
disciples.  
 
In order to be a disciple of Jesus, He must 
become your very best friend.  
 
Only then will you become the kind of friend 
others want or need.  
 
What are some ways you can make Jesus 
your best friend?  
 
 
 
 
 



Closing Prayer  
Father, help us develop the kinds of 
character qualities that would make us 
good, dependable, thoughtful and loving 
friends.  
 
Give each of us a great desire to become 
better friends both with others and with You. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.  
  



Jesus Calls His Disciples 
If you were looking for a friend, what would you look for in that person? Honest, Fun, 
Caring, Interesting. Why are these traits important? Because when we hang out with 
people that are honest and caring, we can become just like that person. And when we 
hang around with people that are dishonest, uncaring, thoughtless, we can become just 
like that person as well. What is one characteristic you would want to develop in order to 
become a better friend? Why do you think “prayer” is an important part of making 
decisions about friends? (Because, God knows the kind of friends we need better than 
we do, doesn’t He?)  Last week, we started learning about followers or friends’ of Jesus. 
We have already learned about 6 of the followers and today we are going to learn about 
6 more. Now Jesus had many, many followers but we are only going to learn about 
these 12. Why do you think we are only learning about these 12 men? Because later, 
Jesus would choose these 12 men to be His closest friends. His Disciples, His Apostles. 
As we discuss the types of men Jesus chose to be his closest friends, let’s think about 
what we need to do to be a good friend to others. The day after Jesus was baptized by 
John the Baptist, He began calling people to follow him. He wanted them to come learn 
from Him about the things of God. We call them, Jesus’  disciples or followers. The word 
disciple means follower or student. We have already heard about 6 of the men that 
Jesus called to follow Him. They were Andrew, Simon Peter, James and John, Philip 
and Nathaniel; also known as Bartholomew. Today we are going to learn about 6 other 
men that Jesus called. In Matthew 9:9, we ready about a man named Matthew, also 
known as Levi. Matthew was a tax collector. As he was sitting at the tax office one day, 
Jesus passed by. Jesus called out “Follow Me." So Matthew arose and followed Him. 
Now as I just mentioned, Matthew was a tax collector. Many people hated tax collectors. 
And the reason they hated them so badly was because they were dishonest. You see, 
many tax collectors would collect too much money and then they would keep  some of 
the money for themselves. They were so dishonest that people grew to hate them. But 
Jesus must have seen something special in Matthew. Perhaps Matthew was an honest 
tax collector, or, perhaps Jesus saw deep inside of Matthew and saw a repenting heart; 
someone who was sorry for what they had done. We don’t know WHY Jesus chose 
Matthew, but He saw something very special in him. The Bible does not talk about the 
next 5 men that became Jesus’ closest friends until AFTER He selected them to be 
His apostles. But, we will later find out their names. The first one was Thomas. The 
Bible tells us two interesting things about Thomas. First of all he had a twin brother. 
Secondly, he had trouble believing that Jesus came back to life after being crucified. So 
many people refer to him as “Doubting Thomas”. The second one was named James. 
No, it is not the same James who was the brother of John. This James was also 
known as James the Less or James the Younger. Scripture tells us that his older brother 
was Thaddaeus, who was another one of Jesus’ disciples. We also know that his father 
was Alphaeus, and his mother was named Mary. Alphaeus and Mary were followers of 
Jesus as well. So, we know that his whole family was believers in Jesus. The third 
disciple was named Thaddeus. Thaddeus – Is also known as Jude or Judas. He is 
James’ older brother. The fourth disciple was called Simon. This Simon is not the 
same Simon as Simon Peter This Simon is also called Simon the Zealot. When 
someone is zealous they are passionately enthusiastic about something. Simon was 
passionate for righteousness. 
He wanted everyone to follow God’s commandments perfectly. This means that Simon 
must have had great faith in God. 



And then we come to Judas Iscariot – Judas Iscariot is the disciple who would later 
betray Jesus. Judas was the one in charge of the money bag for Jesus and His 12 
disciples. He is the one who turned Jesus in to His enemies so they could arrest Him. 
He cared more about money than serving the Lord. But still, He was chosen. 
He was chosen so that God’s will could be done. You see, in order for Jesus to be hung 
on the cross, in order for Him to die for our sins, someone had to betray Him in the end. 
In order for God’s plan to be complete, someone had to betray Him. And Judas was the 
one whom God chose to betray Jesus.Did Judas love Jesus? Yes, I believe he did. 
Was he sorry for betraying Jesus? Yes, in fact after he had betrayed Jesus, he was so 
heart broken that he went out and hung himself. 
These twelve men that we now call Jesus’ disciples left everything behind to follow 
Jesus. They left their jobs; their only way of making a living, their homes, their families, 
everything because they knew that following Jesus would change their lives forever. 
Now remember though, Jesus had hundreds, maybe even thousands of believers. 
But only these 12 men, HE called “Apostles.” The word apostle means missionary. 
These were special disciples that Jesus prepared to send out into the world to tell others 
the truth about God and the kingdom of heaven. He took the time to train them so that 
they could go out and teach others about Him and what He had come to earth to do. 
But WHY did He choose these 12 men? HOW did he choose these 12 men? 
What was it about these men that attracted Jesus to them? Why did Jesus ask them to 
be His disciples? If you have important choices to make, what is the first thing that you do? 
Do you pray and ask God for help in choosing? Jesus did! In a quiet mountain place He spoke to 
His Heavenly Father. Jesus prayed all day long, until the sun went down. 
He prayed all through the long, dark night. And some time during the night, God revealed to 
Jesus WHOM it was that God wanted Him to choose. In the morning, Jesus called His all His 
followers together---all the friends who served and obeyed Him. From these followers, Jesus 
chose twelve to be special helpers, or apostles. Jesus called these men to a life of special 
service and commitment to Him beyond anything they had ever known before! 
When Jesus called them to follow Him, they didn’t make excuses; they left at once and 
followed. And from this point on these 12 men remained with Jesus until He died. 
Jesus is calling you and I to follow Him, as well. For us, following Jesus means more 
than just saying that we’re a Christian. We must leave our past behind and commit our 
future to him. What are you willing to leave behind to follow after Jesus? 
He may not be calling you to leave your home, your family and your friends, but God has 
called you to be one of Jesus’ disciples, too, and it may mean that you need to leave 
something behind. How about a bad temper, or bad language, or a bad attitude? 
Is there something you need to leave behind to live in a way that is pleasing to God? 

Maybe God is calling you to leave certain “friends” behind because they are not a good 
influence on you. God has called you to be one of Jesus’ disciples.  In order to be a 
disciple of Jesus, He must become your very best friend. Only then will you become the 
kind of friend others want or need. What are some ways you can make Jesus your best 
friend? 



 1. Followers of Jesus are called ______. (Disciples)  
 
2. What does the word disciple mean? (Pupil, student, or learner. A disciple is one who 
follows the teachings of another.)  
 
3. Who were the first two disciples that followed Jesus? (Peter and Andrew.)  
 
4. How many apostles did Jesus choose to be with Him. (Jesus chose 12 men to serve 
as apostles - His closest friends.)  
 
5. Can you name at least four of Jesus’ disciples? (Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James, Thaddeus, Simon, Judas.)  
 
6. What do you think a day in the life of Jesus’ disciple was like? (Every day they 
listened to Jesus teach, they walked long distances with Him, they ate meals together, 
they watched Him do miracles, they obeyed His commands.)  
 
7. How might Jesus have changed the lives of the disciples?  
 
8. What did Jesus and the Disciples do together than caused them to grow to be such 
close friends? (Spent time together, talked with each other, learned from Jesus, all 
served each other and cared about each other for a long time.)  
 
9. How can you help your friendship with Jesus grow? (By spending time with Him, 
listening to Him, and sharing my heart with Him.)  
 
10. What do friends do together that helps them grow to be better friends? (Play, pray, 
eat, share, work)  
 
11. The disciples grew to be best friends with Jesus by spending time with Him. What 
can you do during your time with Jesus to help your friendship grow? (Talk, laugh, work, 
play, take a walk, study.)  
 
12. Have you ever asked God to help you choose your friends?  
 
13. Why is prayer an important part of making decisions about friends? (God knows the 
kind of friends we need better than we do!)  
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